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No Longer World Chess Champion, Magnus Carlsen Sets Sights On Poker

May 03, 2024 Connor

Richards Editor & Live Reporter U.S.

Five-time World Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen

shocked the public in July 2024 when he announced that he wouldn't be defending the

titte he had held for a decade. And while lan Nepomniachtchi and Ding Liren were at St.
Regis Hotel in Kazakhstan last month battling to take his place as supreme leader of

the chess world, Carlsen was getting ready for a trip to the sunny Mediterranean

coast.

Carlsen is one of less than a hundred players remaining out of a field over

1,098 entries in the EPT Monte Carlo €5,300 Main Event as part of 2024 PokerStars
European Poker Tour (EPT) presented by Monte-Carlo Casino®, proving that his analytical
genius is far from limited to a 64-square grid.

In his first interview since giving up

his World Chess Champion Title, Carlsen sat down with PokerNews and PokerStars for an
exclusive look at what the future holds for the 32-year-old Norwegian chess

prodigy.

Returning to Monte Carlo

As it turns out, the trip to Monte Carlo was not

Carlsen's first. He came to Monaco 15 years ago, but it was to play a different kind of
tournament.

"l came here to this exact location in Monaco in 2007," Carlsen said,

"because | was playing a (chess) tournament here. And | came to watch the European
Poker Tour because (Russian chess grandmaster) Alexander Grischuk, who was like back
then a top ten (chess) player — (and) is still like a very, very good chess player — he

was playing here in the Main Event. So | went to watch him play."

A decade and a half

later, there's a new grandmaster on the felt.

Magnus Carlsen sits down with PokerNews

and PokerStars for his first interview since giving up his World Chess Champion



https://www.dimen.com.br/jogo-baralho-paciencia-gratis-2024-06-25-id-30716.html

title

Carlsen isn't the only contemporary chess star who has taken a liking to poker.
Popular chess streamer Alexandra Botez is also here at EPT Monte Carlo, as is two-time
United States Women's Champion and PokerStars Pro Jen Shahade.

Are there any other

chess players who Carlsen thinks would excel at poker?

"l think the current World

Champion Ding (Liren) here should be really strong,” he said. "I know from talking to
him, he calculates really quickly in chess is really, really good at math. So I'm sure
he could do well."

"An Interesting Challenge"

Widely considered one of the best chess

players of all time, it is tempting to draw parallels between Carlsen's pivot to poker
and Michael Jordan's infamous (and short-lived) early retirement from the National
Basketball Association to play professional baseball.

But Carlsen, who cited Rafael

Nadal, not Jordan, as his greatest sports influence, said such a comparison would be a
mistake.

"I have no ambitions in poker," Carlsen said. "I like playing, it's an

interesting challenge, but | have no ambitions."

Magnus Carlsen

Without ambitions to be

one of the poker greats, it doesn't bother Carlsen to play under the spotlight with
cameras overhead and viewers at home scrutinizing his play.

"l have no ambitions in

poker. | like playing, it's an interesting challenge, but I have no ambitions."

"l
don't like to take a lot of pride and my poker," he said. "So I'm trying to, you know,

learn a little bit, so it doesn't bother me that much. But if | do something really

stupid, then that's to be expected. So that's fine."

A Natural On the Felt

Despite his

lack of ambition to master the game, Carlsen has demonstrated an impressive aptitude
and understanding of poker. During his appearance on Hustler Casino Live last month,
Carlsen made a heroic call with just bottom pair against content creator Nick Austin to
win a pot ofR$13,775.

Like a seasoned pro, Carlsen assessed, both in the moment and

after the fact, that his opponent would be unlikely to triple barrel with many of his

value hands given how the hand played out.

"l sort of thought he was the kind of player

who showed who would probably show down some weak one pair of hands you had," he told
PokerNews. "So | thought there was a reasonable chance he was bluffing. And, you know,
sometimes ... you just feel it. And then sometimes you're right."

Magnus Carlsen

Even

more impressively, Carlsen made these assessments naturally as he admitted that he
"(doesn't) really study."

"l probably should, but | enjoy, like learning, talking to

people about the hand(s) we're playing.”

Different Games, Similar Strategies

Perhaps

Carlsen's innate abilities at the poker table have to do with the similarities between
poker and the game that earned him five World Champion titles.



"l think the

similarities between poker and chess are more than people would think," he said. "Of
course, there is perfect information in chess, but still, you make a lot of decisions
based on, like, imperfect calculation. So in that sense, it's a little bit of the

same."

One similarity between tournament poker and some chess formats is the use of

shot clocks. As an accomplished blitz player, Carlson has experience making difficult
decisions on the fly.

"l played like a little bit (of blitz) with my friends ... like

during the pandemic,” he said. "And | found it really stressful, really

intense."

Carlsen said he deals with that stress the same way many poker players do: by
listening to music.

"l think the similarities between poker and chess are more than

people would think. Of course there is perfect information in chess, but still, you

make a lot of decisions based on, like, imperfect calculation. So in that sense, it's

it's a little bit of the same."

"Usually when | play ... blitz chess online or even

rapid chess, I like to listen ... to music," said Carlsen. "It sort of helps me calm

down and sort of just use my instinct. But here, I'm not sure of that. | feel that |

have to think more because | have less knowledge. So | feel that like having some of
that noise may just distract me. So | just try to, you know, sit there, follow what's
happening, try and pick up as much as | can.”

Playing on the televised feature table

with high-stakes pro Mike Watson to his immediate left and other accomplished players
like Mark Teltscher and Oleg Vasylchenko just a few seats over, Carlsen certainly has
an uphill battle ahead of him. But if there's anyone up for the monumental challenge,
it may just be the five-time World Chess Champion.

Magnus Carlsen at the feature table
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Grealish: de membro vital e colorido dos vencedores do Manchester City a ser abandonado um
ano depois para o triunfo da Inglaterra na Euro 2024 € uma trajetéria preocupante, pois quem
tem personalidade borbulhante ou talento run up on me bet he won't run back fazer canecas com
defensores pode se arrepender por ter deixado as maos.



A excluséo do gerente de um homem largo faz Grealish a maior vitima por razdes formais como
Inglaterra cabeca para Alemanha na proxima semana. Harry Maguire tem sido uma das bases da
era Southgate, mas o defensor Manchester United perde devido a lesédo persistente no bezerro!
Grealish, no entanto pode e deve sentir azar porque o abate do gerente dele da festa inicial de
33 homens também podem ser rastreados até razdes fisicas durante uma campanha com City
que foi rompida por um grave problema na virilha. Isso limitava os inicio dos 10 primeiros jogos
run up on me bet he won't run back grelhados para dez apari¢des substitutas nas Premier League
ndia: trés goles; apenas 1 assisténcia!

Em um final decepcionante de run up on me bet he won't run back temporada, ele apresentou
como substituto ndo utilizado nos ultimos trés jogos do City s Cidade'S udltimas 3-1 vitoria sobre
West Ham no ultimo dia da campanha liga que selou o histérico quarto campeonato consecutivo
ea derrota 2 - 1 FA Cup pela United. Isso empurrou Pep Guardaiola run up on me bet he won't
run back uma defesa dos Grealish ap6s a desilusdo Wembley na qual seu gerente declarou: "Ele
lutou esta 'temporada’. Jack vai estar novamente ao nivel I-certo!"

Na segunda-feira contra a Bosnia e Herzegovina, ele parecia estar quase meia hora de cameo
do banco mostrando uma capacidade para ligalo quando necessario run up on me bet he won't
run back um teste por lugar no esquadrao final da Southgate agraciado pela bola precisamente
lancada que caiu docemente sobre os pés Trent Alexander -Arnold's pelo segundo voleido
Inglaterra na vitoria 3 x 0.

Aos 28 anos, Grealish também é streetwise loth Street Wising no seu auge tem quatro
experiéncia de trabalhar sob Southgate e durante os ultimos Euros o jogador nascido run up on
me bet he won't run back Birmingham provou que pode ser um divisor quando realmente
necessario. Depois do 690 minuto da ultima partida contra a Alemanha na Inglaterra com gol sem
golos foi langado dois dos seus familiares corridas lissome-legadas pela esquerda para baixo
primeiro momento eles vieram 75 minutos depois 86 min cada foram cruzado por ano

Covid significou que o torneio foi disputado no verao de 2024 e, embora Grealish tenha sido um
substituto ndo utilizado na derrota do pénalti pela Itélia run up on me bet he won't run back julho
passado (um més depois ele se tornou jogador mais caro da Inglaterra quando transferiu-se para
a cidade por 100 milhdes.)

Jack Grealish é parabenizado por Gareth Southgate apés a vitdria da Inglaterra sobre Alemanha
nos ultimos Euros.

{img}: Matthew Childs/Reuters

Agora veio a evolugédo do maverick irrestrito que tinha sido capitdo e totem de run up on me bet
he won't run back equipe da infancia para futebolista duro cujo primeiro mandato nos campedes
foi uma luta por aprender as demandas espaciais, diferentes ritmos defensivo-defensos na cidade
Guardiola como 22 Premier League comeca foram feitas com trés goles.

Na temporada seguinte, o lado cataldao tornou-se imortal ao reivindicar a Liga dos Campedes e FA
Cup. Grealish foi um membro chave do Xl Aqui Southgate beneficiou também como Guardaiola
completou run up on me bet he won't run back remodelacdo de Graalish que misturava as asas
ameacadoras com disciplina para aderir a rigida posi¢édo exigida pelo treinador mestre enquanto
tinha licenga ainda langar corridas da direcdo run up on me bet he won't run back seu leito
esquerdo lateral
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Guardiola agora confiava run up on me bet he won't run back Grealish nos jogos que importavam.
Ele comecou as duas pernas do 5-1 total vitoria na semifinal sobre o Real Madrid Liga dos
Campeobes; 2 x 1 Copa final vitérias contra United (em inglés), Eo triunfo por 0-0 Champions
League finais para Internazionale selou os trés titulos principais:

Apds 0 hematoma de oito polegadas que causou run up on me bet he won't run back perna morta
run up on me bet he won't run back setembro, Grealish foi escolhido por Guardiola no Xl
derrotando Urawa Red Diamonds 3-0 na semifinal da Copa do Mundo FIFA Club e derrotou
Fluminense 4 a 0. Mas ainda assim continuou com uma temporada dificil para terminar agora
mesmo numa desapontamento pela rejeicdo a Southgate!

Com seu penteado estilo cortinas, brogue Brummie quente e gostando de uma cerveja. Como
suas celebracdes pos-treble ilustrados Grealish é um retrocesso para a era mais fora do saco
guando o futebol foi povoado por muitos outros Jack - as meninas que chegaram ao topo gragas
aos talentos sublime; Agora run up on me bet he won't run back 16 junho contra Sérvia no
Gelsenkirchen ou sofé forgado da sala ele estd agora na Inglaterra comecgar run up on me bet he
won't run back Euro 2024 desafio sobre isso!

Mas, apos as lesGes e uma temporada de estases a chance para recarregar corretamente pode
ser um beneficio no longo prazo.
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